
Bible Answer Series
“Christ made a sin offering”

In what way was Jesus “made...to be sin” (2 Cor. 5:21)?

Jesus was always without sin actually, but He was made to be sin for us 
judicially.

The Sinless Christ:
Hebrews 4:15: ...all points tempted as we are YET WITHOUT SIN
• Jesus knows how great our temptations are, because He Himself was 

tempted in every way, just as we are.
• Therefore, He is able to sympathize with us and to help us (Heb. 2:18).

• Jesus has been tempted just as we are. He was made like us in every 
way (Heb. 2:17).

• However, He never sinned.
• And it was because He never sinned that He became a perfect High 

Priest, through whom we can obtain salvation (Heb. 5:8-9).

Hebrews 7:22-26: ...who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners...
• Jesusʼ priesthood is perfect, because Jesus Himself is perfect

1 Peter 1:18-19: ... as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
• Jesus was a lamb without blemish or defect

• See Lev. 22:19-21
• John the Baptist called Jesus “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world” (John 1:29).
• Jesus Himself was without blemish or defect--that is, He was without 

sin.
• Only a sinless person can make atonement for the sins of others.

• If Christ had had sins of His own, His death would have atoned only for 
His own sins, not for the sins of others.
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1 Peter 2:21-24: ...Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth
• Here Peter quotes from Isaiah 53:9.
• Christ was completely innocent in word and deed. He committed no sin.

• Nevertheless, men despised and mocked Him, and in the end, they put 
Him to death as a criminal.

1 John 3:5: ...in Him is no sin
• Christ appeared--that is, came to earth--so that He might take away our 

sins (John 1:29).
• How did He take away our sins?

• He did it be taking the punishment for our sins upon Himself.
• He received the death penalty in our place.

• In this way He made atonement for our sins (Romans 5:6, 8; 1 Cor. 
15:3; 1 John 2:2).

• But Christ Himself did not deserve to die; He was without sin (Heb. 4:15).

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By His death on the cross, He paid the penalty for our sins, canceling the 
debt of sin against us.
So, while Jesus never committed a sin personally, He was made to be sin 
for us substitutionally.

One must keep in mind the OT backdrop of the concept of substitution.
• The sacrificial victim had to be “without blemish” (Lev. 4:3,23,32).
• A hand would be laid on the unblemished sacrificial animal as a way of 

symbolizing a transfer of guilt (Lev. 4:4, 24, 33).
• Note that the sacrificial animal did not thereby actually become sinful 

by nature.
• Rather, sin was imputed to the animal, and the animal acted as a 

sacrificial substitute.
• In like manner, Christ the Lamb of God was utterly unblemished (1 Pet. 

1:19), but our sin was imputed to Him, and He was our sacrificial 
substitute on the cross of Calvary.
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Made Him to be sin means He made Him to be a sin offering.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT) 
21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we 
could be made right with God through Christ. 

• This verse does not mean that Christ became a sinner; the above-
mentioned verses establishing His utter sinlessness unequivocally rule 
out that possibility. 

• He was the unblemished Lamb while on the cross, personally guilty of no 
evil.

• Isaiah 53:4-6 describes the only sense in which Jesus could have been 
made sin.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notes on this verse from various scholars

John MacArthur
Christ was not made a sinner, nor was He punished for any sin of His own. 
Instead, the Father treated Him as if he were a sinner by charging to His 
account the sins of everyone who would ever believe. All those sins were 
charged against Him as if He had personally committed them, and He was 
punished with the penalty for them on the cross, experiencing the full fury 
of Godʼs wrath unleashed against them all. It was at that moment that 
“Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ...My God ,My God, why have 
you forsaken me” (Matt. 27:46). It is crucial, therefore, to understand that 
the only sense in which Jesus was made sin was by imputation. He was 
personally pure, yet officially culpable; personally holy, yet forensically 
guilty. But in dying on the cross, Christ did not become evil like we 
are...God credits believersʼ sin to Christʼs account, and His righteousness 
to theirs.
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The Applied Bible Commentary
Christ never committed a sin (Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5). It 
was because Christ was completely innocent, completely without sin, that 
He was able to take our punishment. If Christ had been sinful Himself, He 
could only have taken His own punishment, not ours. God made Christ to 
be sin for us; that is, God sent Christ to stand as a sinner in our place 
before Godʼs judgment seat (Isa. 53:12). By taking upon Himself the 
punishment for our sins, Christ has taken away our guilt, our 
unrighteousness. Therefore, we are now declared righteous in Godʼs sight. 
Paul says here that in him (Christ) we have become the righteousness of 
God; that is, through faith we have obtained the righteousness of God (see 
Romans 1:17; 3:21-22 and comments).

Stanley Horton: Commentary to 1 and 2 Corinthians
He (Jesus) did not become a sinner (The false idea that Jesus became a 
sinner and had to be “born again,” in hell denies the truth of the Cross, that 
the shedding of Jesusʼ blood purchased our redemption (1 Pet. 1:18-19).) 
He remained the spotless Lamb of God on the cross (see Isaiah 52:13 to 
53:12 where he is the sin-bearer)... God appointed Jesus to be a sin 
offering for us and in His death God judged our sin. 

The Teacherʼs Bible Commentary
Verse 21 does not mean that Christ actually became a sinner. It means He 
took upon Himself the consequences of our sin. As a result, we may 
receive the consequences of his righteous act, forgiveness of sins.

Adam Clarke

For he hath made him to be sin for us He made him who knew no sin, (who was 
innocent), a sin-offering for us. The word occurs here twice: in the first place it 
means sin, i.e. transgression and guilt; and of Christ it is said, He knew no sin, i.e. 
was innocent; for not to know sin is the same as to be conscious of innocence; so, 
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nil conscire sibi, to be conscious of nothing against one's self, is the same as nulla 
pallescere culpa, to be unimpeachable.

In the second place, it signifies a sin-offering, or sacrifice for sin, and answers to 
the chattaah and chattath of the Hebrew text; which signifies both sin and sin-
offering in a great variety of places in the Pentateuch. The Septuagint translates the 
Hebrew word  in ninety-four places in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, where a 
sin-offering is meant; and where our version translates the word not sin, but an 
offering for sin. Had our translators attended to their own method of translating the 
word in other places where it means the same as here, they would not have given 
this false view of a passage which has been made the foundation of a most 
blasphemous doctrine; viz. that our sins were imputed to Christ, and that he was a 
proper object of the indignation of Divine justice, because he was blackened with 
imputed sin; and some have proceeded so far in this blasphemous career as to say, 
that Christ may be considered as the greatest of sinners, because all the sins of 
mankind, or of the elect, as they say, were imputed to him, and reckoned as his 
own. One of these writers translates the passage thus: Deus Christum pro maximo 
peccatore habuit, ut nos essemus maxime justi, God accounted Christ the greatest 
of sinners, that we might be supremely righteous. Thus they have confounded sin 
with the punishment due to sin. Christ suffered in our stead; died for us; bore our 
sins, (the punishment due to them), in his own body upon the tree, for the Lord laid 
upon him the iniquities of us all; that is, the punishment due to them; explained by 
making his soul his life, an offering for sin; and healing us by his stripes.

But that it may be plainly seen that sin-offering, not sin, is the meaning of the word 
in this verse, I shall set down the places from the Septuagint where the word 
occurs; and where it answers to the Hebrew words already quoted; and where our 
translators have rendered correctly what they render here incorrectly. In Exodus, 
Exodus 29:14, 36: Leviticus, Leviticus 4:3, 8, 20, 21, 24, 25, 29, 32-34; Leviticus 
5:6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12; Leviticus 6:17, 25, 30; Leviticus 7:7, 37; Leviticus 8:2, 14; 
Leviticus 9:2, 3, 7, 8, 10, 15, 22; Leviticus 10:16, 17, 19; Leviticus 12:6, 8; 
Leviticus 14:13, 19, 22, 31; Leviticus 15:15, 30; Leviticus 16:3, 5, 6, 9, 11, 15, 25, 
27; Leviticus 23:19: Numbers, Numbers 6:11, 14, 16; Numbers 7:16, 22, 28, 34, 
40, 46, 52, 58, 70, 76, 82, 87; Numbers 8:8, 12; Numbers 15:24, 25, 27; Numbers 
18:9; Numbers 28:15, 22; Numbers 29:5, 11, 16, 22, 25, 28, 31, 34, 38.
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Besides the above places, it occurs in the same signification, and is properly 
translated in our version, in the following places:

2 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles 29:21, 23, 24: Ezra, Ezra 6:17; Ezra 8:35: Nehemiah, 
Nehemiah 10:33: Job, Job 1:5: Ezekiel, Ezekiel 43:19, 22, 25; Ezekiel 44:27, 29; 
Ezekiel 45:17, 19, 22, 23, 25. In all, one hundred and eight places, which, in the 
course of my own reading in the Septuagint, I have marked.

Adam Clarke's Commentary.

Lenski New Testament Commentary

Now the astounding thing is that this sinless One God "made sin for us." "Sin" is to 
be taken in the same comprehensive sense. God did not make him "a sinner." God 
did less, and he did more. God left Jesus as sinless as he was. The idea of God 
making anyone a sinner, to say nothing of his own Son, is unthinkable. God did 
something else entirely: he laid on him the iniquity of us all (Isa. 53:6) so that he 
bore our sins in his own body on the tree (I Pet. 2:24), so that he was made a curse 
for us (Gal. 3:13,  "in our stead"), so that he died for all (v. 14, 15, again, "instead 
of all"). God made Christ sin by charging all that is "sin" in us against him, by 
letting him bear all this burden with all its guilt and penalty "in our stead" in order 
to deliver us. It sounds incredible that God should have done this with his own 
sinless Son. Because it is so astounding Paul puts it in this astounding way. But it 
is fact, God did this.

Lenski New Testament Commentary - Lenski New Testament Commentary â€“ 
The Interpretation of St. Paul's First and Second Epistles to the Corinthians.

Matthew Henry
Christ knew no sin. He was made Sin; not a sinner, but Sin, a Sin-offering, a 
Sacrifice for sin. The end and design of all this was, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him, might be justified freely by the grace of God through 
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. Can any lose, labour, or suffer too much 
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for Him, who gave his beloved Son to be the Sacrifice for their sins, that they 
might be made the righteousness of God in him?

Matthew Henry Concise Bible Commentary.
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