
Ministerial Mentorship Class
The Lordʼs End-Time Parables

Matthew 25:1-46

The Parable of the Virgins
25:1-13
• Jesus continues to teach His followers the necessity of continual readiness as 

they await his coming again.
• From the emphasis he put on watchfulness he clearly regarded it as very 

important.

• Notice the word “Then” or “At that time.”
• We are to understand that this parable was delivered on the same occasion as the 

teaching Matthew has recorded at the end of chapter 24, and that it refers to the 
time of the Lordʼs return.

For the Nation of Israel: Parable of the Virgins (25:1-13)
• The parable of the wise and foolish virgins is well known, but much abused.

• The coming of the groom for the bride is an obvious reference to the rapture 
of the church, but from that point on, the church is out of the picture and the 
focus is on the people of Israel.

• This is a postrapture parable and must be understood in that light.
• After the rapture God will revert to His Old Testament ways of dealing with Israel 

and the other nations.
• The church age is a clearly marked parenthesis in Godʼs dealings with the human 

race, a parenthesis that began with the day of Pentecost and will end with the rapture.

• When Christ returns in glory, separations will occur, as indicated by the Parable of the 
10 Virgins.

• While various interpretations have been given to this parable, it seems best to 
understand it as a judgment on living Jews soon after the Lordʼs return in glory.

• The context clearly points to that event (24:3, 14, 27, 30, 39, 44, 51).
• The judgment of the Gentiles (sheep and goats) will occur when the Lord returns 

(25:31-46). 
• Also at His glorious return, Israel will be judged as a nation (Ezek. 20:33-44; Zech. 

13:1).
• Israel therefore is pictured as 10 virgins who are awaiting the return of the 

bridegroom.
• In wedding customs in Jesusʼ day, the bridegroom would return from the house of 

the bride in a procession leading to his own home where a wedding banquet would 
be enjoyed.

• In Jesusʼ parable, He as King will return from heaven with His bride, the church, 
in order to enter into the Millennium.
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• The Jews in the Tribulation will be some of the invited guests privileged to share in 
the feast.

• But preparation is necessary.
• In the parable, five of the virgins had made adequate preparation for they 

possessed the necessary lamps and extra oil in jars (Matt. 25:4).
• Five others had lamps but no extra oil.

• At midnight, the bridegroom arrived.
• The lamps of the five virgins without extra oil were going out.

• So they had to go searching for oil and missed the arrival of the 
bridegroom.

• When they returned and found the wedding feast in progress, they 
sought admission but were denied (v. 10-12).

The Marriage Call (25:1-5)
• The scene is Israel in the period immediately following the rapture.
• The Lord comes on stage, as do ten virgins.
• The ten virgins (the friends of the Bridegroom) go forth to meet the Bridegroom.

• They do not represent the church; the bride represents the church.
• Nor were the virgins in the rapture, but they are invited to the reception.

• Israel in the Tribulation will know that Jesusʼ coming is near, but not all will be 
spiritually prepared for it.

• His coming will be sudden, when it is not expected (24:27, 39, 50).
• Though this passage does not specifically interpret the meaning of the oil, many 

commentators see it as representing the Holy Spirit and His work in salvation.
• The oil for burning reminds us of the special oil used in the tabernacle services 

(Ex. 27:20-21).
• Oil is usually a symbol of the Spirit of God.

• When the bridegroom and bride appeared, half of the bridesmaids were unable 
to light their lamps because they had no oil.

• The bridesmaids who had oil were able to light their lamps and keep them 
shining bright.

• It was they who entered into the wedding feast and not the foolish girls who 
had no oil.

• This suggests that not every professing Christian will enter heaven, for some 
really have not trusted Jesus Christ sincerely.

• Without the Spirit of God, there can be no true salvation.
• Salvation is more than mere profession for it involves regeneration by the 

Holy Spirit.
• Those who will merely profess to be saved, and do not actually possess the 

Spirit, will be excluded from the feast, that is, the kingdom.
• Those who fail to be ready when the King comes, cannot enter His kingdom.
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• Notice the fact of not sharing the oil.
• Being ready is not something that can be shared or passed on.

• It is an individual matter.

• Jesus ended this parable with the warning He had uttered before: 
“Watch” (Matt. 24:42; 25:13).

• This does not mean standing on a mountaintop gazing at the heavens (Acts 
1:9-11).

• It means “to stay awake and be alert” (Matt. 26:38-41).
• Jesus continues to teach his followers the necessity of continual 

readiness as they await his coming again.
• From the emphasis he put on watchfulness, he clearly regarded it 

as very important.

The Heavenly Groom (25:1)
• In Bible times a bridegroom would first go to his brideʼs house and then conduct her to 

his home.
• Along the way they would be joined by various friends until the procession was 

complete.
• Then they would all go to the wedding feast.

• In the parable the heavenly groom has come for His bride, the church, and the call is 
going forth to Israel to join the procession.

• A company is being formed of those willing and ready to go forth to meet the 
groom and the bride when the time comes.

• The groom of course is Christ.
• He is referred to as “Lord” by the foolish virgins (Mt. 25:11) and as “the Son of 

man” by Jesus Himself (25:13).
• Jesus calls Himself the Bridegroom in Matt. 9:15

• Many people will be saved after the rapture (Rev. 7).
• They will not be in the church of course because the church will be in Heaven, but 

they will be in the kingdom.
• During the tribulation age they will be looking ardently for the coming back of the 

King--at least the wise ones will.

It is significant that the Bride is not mentioned, but only the bridegroom.
The ten virgins were not the bride but the attendants at the wedding, and this will 

apply, of course, to those who are waiting for the second coming of Christ.
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