
First John
Research

How many times read?

Author:

The Preacherʼs Outline and Sermon Bible
• The author does not give his name nor give himself a title, but the author is easily 

identifiable. The style, vocabulary, and content point to the same author writing the 
Gospel of John and the Epistles of 1, 2, and 3 John. (Preacherʼs Outline and Sermon 
Bible).

• Some say there were two Johns: John the Apostle and John the Elder, who is said to 
have been a member or minister of the church at Ephesus. But the weight of evidence 
points directly to John the Apostle as the author of all four books (Preacherʼs Outline 
and Sermon Bible).

John Butler
• Like Hebrews, this epistle does not name the author nor to whom it addresses. But 

internal evidence says that the author was the Apostle John and those to whom it 
was addressed were believers throughout Christendom, especially in churches around 
Ephesus, where according to tradition, John ministered in his last days (John Butler).

Halleyʼs Bible Handbook
This letter, like the letter to the Hebrews, mentions neither its author nor the people to 
whom it was addressed, even though it is very personal, as the frequent use of “I” and 
“you” shows. It has always been recognized as a circular letter of the apostle John to 
the churches around Ephesus. Among his pupils were Polycarp, Papias, and Ignatius, 
who became bishops of Smyrna, Hierapolis, and Antioch, respectively. We still have 
writings from all three: they are among the earliest of the so-called church fathers.

Hayford Bible Handbook
Although the first epistle is anonymous, its style and vocabulary clearly indicate that it 
was written by the author of the Gospel of John. Internal evidence also points to John 
as the author, and ancient testimony unanimously ascribes the epistle to him.

Ungerʼs Bible Handbook
• The writer was the apostle John, also the author of the fourth Gospel.
• This fact is demonstrated by such internal evidence as a similar vocabulary in both 

the Gospel and the epistle. They contain such expressions as light, new 
commandment, works of the devil, take away sins, eternal life, love, abide, lay down 
oneʼs life, Paraclete, Savior of the world, begotten by God.

• Johannine authorship is also attested by external evidence which is both early and 
substantial. Polycarp, Papias, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Cyprian, 
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Origen, Eusebius, etc...all lend their testimony to the authenticity of the epistle and 
Johannine authorship.

Craig Blomberg (From Pentecost to Patmos)
• In view of the strong claims in 1 John 1:1-4 that the author is speaking for a group of 

people who had actually seen, heard, and touched Jesus, the traditional ascription of 
authorship is to the apostle John, the beloved disciple and one of the three closest 
followers of Jesus. 

Paul Benware (Survey of the NT)
The letter of First John was written by the apostle John. The writing, style, words, and 
phrases used are very similar to those in the gospel of John. Since the beginning of the 
church age, this epistle has been considered to be the work of the apostle.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Written to (Recipients):

Preacherʼs Outline and Sermon Bible
• 1 John is a “General Epistle.” That is, it is not written to a specific church, but rather it 

is written to all Christian believers. Notice, there is no greeting, farewell, or personal 
references that would reveal the recipients. This means each local church can look 
upon 1 John as though the letter has been personally written to it (Preacherʼs Outline 
and Sermon Bible).

Hayford Bible Handbook
• Lack of a special dedication and salutation indicates that the letter was circular, 

probably sent to the churches near Ephesus, where John spent his latter years.

Halleyʼs Bible Handbook
This letter, like the letter to the Hebrews, mentions neither its author nor the people to 
whom it was addressed, even though it is very personal, as the frequent use of I and 
you shows. It has always been recognized as a circular letter of the apostle John to the 
churches around Ephesus.

Jimmy Patillo
1 John 2:12-14 is a clear indicator that John is writing to believers. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Tell something about who it was written to:
• See “Written to” above.
• Those to whom it was addressed were believers throughout Christendom, especially 

in churches around Ephesus, where according to tradition, John ministered in his last 
days (John Butler).
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Circumstances of author when written:

(Halleyʼs Bible Handbook)
• When John wrote this letter, Christianity had been in existence some 60 or 70 years, 

and in many parts of the Roman empire it had become an important religion and a 
powerful influence. Naturally, all sorts of efforts were made to combine the Gospel with 
prevailing philosophies and systems of thought. One such effort was the blending of 
Christianity and the philosophy known as Gnosticism. The form of Gnosticism that was 
disrupting churches in Johnʼs day taught that human nature consists of two separate, 
irreconcilable entities: body and spirit. Sin resides in the body (or “flesh”) only. The 
human spirit occupied itself with the things of God, while at the same time the 
body could do as it pleased. One could transcend from the mundane to a spiritual 
realm by acquiring knowledge, or “gnosis.” Thus a lofty mental mystical piety was 
entirely consistent with a voluptuous sensual lifestyle.

• The Gnostics also denied the Incarnation: God had in Christ not actually become 
flesh--Christ was a phantom, a man in appearance only. This theory was called 
Docetism. Another gnostic theory was Cerinthianism, which suggested that the 
divine Christ joined the man Jesus at baptism and left him before he died. A man 
named Cerinthus was the leader of this cult in Ephesus. He claimed for himself inner 
mystic experiences and an exalted knowledge of God, but his life centered around the 
gratification of sensual appetites. Throughout this letter John appears to have had 
these heretics in mind: he insists that Jesus was the actual, material, authentic 
manifestation of God in the flesh who died on the cross for our sins and was 
resurrected, and that genuine knowledge of God must result in moral 
transformation (End Halleyʼs Bible Handbook).

NT Survery (Tenney)
By the time this letter was written, the separation between church and synagogue was 
complete. The controversy over justification by faith versus works had largely died out, 
and the influx of Gentiles into the church with their heritage of philosophical thought was 
beginning to affect doctrinal teaching. They were interested in the person of Christ. Who 
was he? If he was God, how could he die? If he died, how could he be God? Many 
solutions were proposed for this dilemma, and the debate over the nature of Christ 
occupied the thinking of church leaders and the discussions of councils down to the fifth 
century. In fact, this debate has not died out even today.

Ungerʼs Bible Handbook
We gather from Irenaeus that it was occasioned by the invasion of several errors. One 
was associated with moral laxity and the Nicolaitans, whom Irenaeus tenuously 
connects with Nicolaus (Acts 6:5; Rev. 2:14-15). The other was an error concerning the 
person and work of Christ, attributed to Cerinthus who taught a form of Gnosticism.
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Paul Benware (Survey of the NT)
Several errors were finding acceptance among believers. One encouraged moral laxity, 
and the other was an error concerning the Person and work of Christ. John wrote to 
combat these errors.

Craig Blomberg (From Pentecost to Patmos)
• From the internal evidence of 1 John, the Johannine community clearly is troubled by 

the false teaching that denies the full humanity of Christ, claims sinless perfectionism, 
and yet promotes certain lifestyles that transgress the law. This picture fits ancient 
descriptions of the proto-Gnostic teacher, Cerinthus, ministering in and around 
Ephesus at the same time as the aged apostle...

• 1 John has to combat false teachers who are splitting the church(es) and taking 
followers with them (see esp. 2:19) over three at least partially related ideologies: 
incipient Gnosticism, docetism, and Cerinthianism. From the first of these (incipient 
Gnosticism) could have come the notion that lawless living was compatible with 
spiritual maturity; from the second (docetism), that Christ only seemed to be human 
while being fully God; and from the third, (Cerinthianism), that the Spirit descended on 
Jesus at the baptism and withdrew before his crucifixion because God could not truly 
suffer and die as a human being.

• It is interesting to compare 1 John with the Gospel of John. The Gospel of John has a 
much more consistent and explicit focus on the deity of Jesus than the Synoptics 
have, in 1 John more of an emphasis on His humanity appears (doubtless because of 
the docetists John is combating)...It could easily be that the Gnostic problem grew 
worse as the false teachers latched on to some of Johnʼs emphases and distorted 
them, exaggerating and applying them in one-sided ways that required Johnʼs letters 
to reassert the balancing doctrines of Christian faith that were being neglected.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Where written?

Preacherʼs Outline and Sermon Bible
Tradition says that all three epistles were written from Ephesus where John pastored 
during the latter years of his life (Preacherʼs Outline and Sermon Bible).

Halleyʼs Bible Handbook
According to a very ancient tradition, John made Jerusalem his headquarters. There he 
cared for Jesusʼ mother, Mary, until her death, and after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
he moved to Ephesus which by the end of the apostolic generation had become the 
geographic and numerical center of the Christian church. Here John lived to a very old 
age, and here he wrote his Gospel and his three letters.
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When written (Date)?

Preacherʼs Outline and Sermon Bible
Date is uncertain. Probably A.D. 85-90. There is no mention of the persecution under 
the Emperor Domitian in A.D. 95, so the letter most likely was written before that date. 
Some even feel that 2 John and 3 John were written and sent at the same time as 1 
John. If both 2nd and 3rd John are personal letters to individuals, they could have easily 
accompanied the letter of 1 John to the church (Preacherʼs Outline and Sermon Bible).

Halleyʼs Bible Handbook
This letter is one of the latest writings in the New Testament. It was most likely written 
after Johnʼs Gospel, some time between A.D. 85 and A.D. 95.

New Testament Survey (Merrill C. Tenney)
The exact time and place of writing are indeterminate, but the most acceptable view is 
that these documents were written by John for the Asian churches in the middle of 
the last third of the first century.

Why written (Occasion and Purpose of the Book).

It is written from the heart of a pastor who feels the tenderness of a father for his 
children (1 John 2:1, 12, 18, 28: 3:1-2, 7, 18, 21; 4:1, 4, 7, 11; 5:2, 21) (POSB).

1 John is an epistle combating false teachers and doctrinal error. John also wrote 
to defend the faith and to strengthen the church against false teachers and heretical 
doctrine. John confronted the first stages of the same heretical teachings that Paul often 
confronted--the beginning stages of Gnosticism. Briefly stated, Gnosticism said that 
the human body was evil. However, the human body is not evil; Jesus, the image of 
God, came to earth in a human body. Therefore, the human body could not be evil, for 
God cannot be touched with evil. He is perfect. Since the body is honorable, it means 
that everything a man does with his body is important to his spiritual welfare. It is totally 
impossible to keep oneʼs spirit right with God and let oneʼs body go its own way. 
Therefore, a person is to honor God with both his spirit and body, just as Jesus did in 
the body given to Him by God (Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; Colossians 
1:15).

The New Ungerʼs Bible Dictionary
The epistle was apparently written to compete with various forms of error, particularly 
Cerinthian Gnosticism. False teachers of this cult had denied the essential truth 
of the incarnation, that Christ had come in the flesh, maintaining that matter was 
evil.
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Preacherʼs Sermon Outline Bible
1 John is an epistle of Christian certainty or assurance. The phrase “we know” is 
used thirteen times to give assurance to the believer. 

• This epistle is keyed to personal experience. The phrase “we know,” translating 
two different verbs (oidamen and ginoskomen), is used thirteen times to 
signify the certainty that is achieved through experience, or that is a part of 
normal spiritual consciousness (2:3, 5, 29; 3:14, 16, 19, 24; 4:13, 16; 5:15, 18, 19, 
20) (This note taken from NT Survey by Tenney).  

1 John is the epistle of tests. It was written to give the believer test after test by which 
he could prove whether or not he knows God. Notice, 1 John 5:13 “These things have I 
written...that ye may know that ye have eternal life.”
 
1 John is an epistle that stresses love (1 John 2:7-11; 3:1-3; 3:11-17; 3:23; 4:7-21).

1 John is an epistle that stresses that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the 
Messiah, the Anointed One of God ( 1 John 1:7; 2:1, 22; 3:8; 4:9-10, 14-15; 5:1, 5, 
9-13, 18, 20).

1 John is an epistle that stresses that Jesus Christ did come as a man ( 1 John 
1:1-3, 5, 8; 4:2-3, 9-10, 14: 5:6, 8, 20).

1 John is an epistle that stresses that Jesus Christ is the Savior: He did die for 
manʼs sins (1 John 1:7; 2:1, 2; 3:5, 8, 16; 4:9-10, 14).

1 John is an epistle that stresses the Spirit living within the believer ( 1 John 2:20, 
27; 3:24; 4:13, 15-16; 5:12).

1 John is an epistle that stresses the need for separation from the world (1 John 
2:15-17; 3:1, 3, 13; 4:3-5; 5:4; 5:19).

1 John is an epistle that stresses righteousness and obedience to Godʼs 
commandments (1 John 2:3-8, 29; 3:3-15, 22-24; 4:20-21; 5:2-4, 17-19, 21).

Hayford Bible Handbook
John states that he wrote his first letter to give assurance of eternal life to those “who 
believe in the name of the Son of God” (1 John 5:13). The uncertainty of his readers 
about their spiritual status was caused by an unsettling conflict with the teachers of a 
false doctrine. John refers to the teachings as deceitful (2:26; 3:7) and the teachers as 
“false prophets” (4:1), liars (2:22), and antichrists (2:18, 22; 4:3). They had once been 
within the church, but had withdrawn (2:19) and had “gone out into the world” (4:1) to 
propagate their dangerous heresy.

The heresy was a forerunner of second century Gnosticism, which taught that matter is 
essentially evil and spirit is essentially good. This dualistic viewpoint caused the false 
teachers to deny the Incarnation of Christ and, hence, the Resurrection. The true God, 
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they taught, could never indwell a material body of flesh and blood. Therefore, the 
human body that Jesus supposedly possessed was not real, but merely apparent. John 
wrote vigorously against this error (2:22-23; 4:3).

They also taught that since the evil human body was merely an envelope for the spirit 
within, and since nothing the body could do could affect the inner spirit, ethical 
distinctions ceased to be relevant. Hence, they had no sin. John answered this error 
with indignation (see 2:4, 6, 15-17; 3:3, 7, 9-10; 5:18).

“Gnosticism” is a word derived from the Greek gnosis, meaning “knowledge.” Gnostics 
later taught salvation by mental enlightenment, which came only to elite spiritual 
initiates, not to ordinary Christians. Hence, they substituted intellectual pursuits for faith 
and exalted speculation above the basic tenets of the gospel. John reacted strenuously 
(see 2:20, 27), declaring that there is no private revelation reserved for a few 
intellectuals, and that the whole body of believers possesses the apostolic teaching. 
Johnʼs purpose in writing, then, was to expose the heresy of the false teachers 
and to confirm the faith of the true believers (end of Hayford Bible Handbook).

Problems:

NT Survey (Tenney)
The particular error that 1 John was intended to combat seems to have been an early 
form of Gnosticism, a heresy that was the most dangerous enemy of the church up to 
the close of the second century. It was built on the premise that spirit is good, that 
matter is evil, and that the two can have no enduring relation with each other. Salvation 
consists of escape from the realm of matter into the realm of the spirit. The means of 
this escape are numerous. Chief among them is knowledge, by which man can rise 
above the earthbound chains of matter into the heavenly apprehension of truth. This 
knowledge, or gnosis, to use the Greek term that gave the philosophy its name, could 
be attained only by those who were initiated into the inner secrets of the group.

The conflict of this type of philosophy with Christianity was most acute at the point of the 
person of Christ. How, asked the Gnostics, could the infinite, pure spirit called God have 
anything to do with a material body? A complete union would, on their premises, be 
unthinkable. They proposed two solutions: either Christ was not really human but only 
apparently so, or else the Christ-spirit did not actually inhabit the human Jesus until the 
baptism, and left him before his death on the cross. The former theory was called 
Docetism, from the verb dokeo, meaning “to seem”; the latter was called 
Cerinthianism, from Cerinthus, its chief advocate in the first century. Docetism made 
the human Jesus simply a ghost, an illusion that seemed to appear to man but that had 
no real existence. Cerinthianism would make a strange contradiction out of the 
personality of Jesus: one would never know whether the human Jesus or the divine 
Christ-spirit was speaking and acting. Under Cerinthianism the person of Christ could 
be sort of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Probably these two views had not been fully defined 
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and amplified in the time of John, but the language of the First Epistle implies that 
something like Gnosticism was prevalent when he wrote.

John insists that the Christ whom he preached was audible, visible, and tangible (1 Jn. 
1:1). He says that whosoever denies the Father and the Son is antichrist (2:22), and he 
declares that “every spirit that confesseth not Jesus [that he has come in the flesh] is 
not of God” (4:2-3). Evidently his opponents took a position that approximated closely 
that of Docetic Gnosticism (end NT Tenney). 

Hayford Bible Handbook
John states that he wrote his first letter to give assurance of eternal life to those “who 
believe in the name of the Son of God” (1 John 5:13). The uncertainty of his readers 
about their spiritual status was caused by an unsettling conflict with the teachers of a 
false doctrine. John refers to the teachings as deceitful (2:26; 3:7) and the teachers as 
“false prophets” (4:1), liars (2:22), and antichrists (2:18, 22; 4:3). They had once been 
within the church, but had withdrawn (2:19) and had “gone out into the world” (4:1) to 
propagate their dangerous heresy.

The heresy was a forerunner of second century Gnosticism, which taught that matter is 
essentially evil and spirit is essentially good. This dualistic viewpoint caused the false 
teachers to deny the Incarnation of Christ and, hence, the Resurrection. The true God, 
they taught, could never indwell a material body of flesh and blood. Therefore, the 
human body that Jesus supposedly possessed was not real, but merely apparent. John 
wrote vigorously against this error (2:22-23; 4:3).

They also taught that since the evil human body was merely an envelope for the spirit 
within, and since nothing the body could do could affect the inner spirit, ethical 
distinctions ceased to be relevant. Hence, they had no sin. John answered this error 
with indignation (see 2:4, 6, 15-17; 3:3, 7, 9-10; 5:18).

“Gnosticism” is a word derived from the Greek gnosis, meaning “knowledge.” Gnostics 
later taught salvation by mental enlightenment, which came only to elite spiritual 
initiates, not to ordinary Christians. Hence, they substituted intellectual pursuits for faith 
and exalted speculation above the basic tenets of the gospel. John reacted strenuously 
(see 2:20, 27), declaring that there is no private revelation reserved for a few 
intellectuals, and that the whole body of believers possesses the apostolic teaching. 
Johnʼs purpose in writing, then, was to expose the heresy of the false teachers 
and to confirm the faith of the true believers (end of Hayford Bible Handbook).

Solutions given:
Regarding the teaching that the human body that Jesus supposedly possessed was not 
real, but merely apparent. John wrote vigorously against this error (2:22-23; 4:3).

Regarding the teaching that since the evil human body was merely an envelope for the 
spirit within, and since nothing the body could do could affect the inner spirit, ethical 
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distinctions ceased to be relevant. Hence, they had no sin. John answered this error 
with indignation (see 2:4, 6, 15-17; 3:3, 7, 9-10; 5:18).

John states that he wrote his first letter to give assurance of eternal life to those “who 
believe in the name of the Son of God” (1 John 5:13). The uncertainty of his readers 
about their spiritual status was caused by an unsettling conflict with the teachers of a 
false doctrine. John refers to the teachings as deceitful (2:26; 3:7) and the teachers as 
“false prophets” (4:1), liars (2:22), and antichrists (2:18, 22; 4:3). They had once been 
within the church, but had withdrawn (2:19) and had “gone out into the world” (4:1) to 
propagate their dangerous heresy. John confronts the heresy head-on. 

Central meaning in that day: Johnʼs purpose in writing was to expose the 
heresy of the false teachers and to confirm the faith of the true believers.

Central meaning today: We should know the Word well enough to confront 
the heresies that attack the church today, and use the tests given in 1 John to 
assure us of our salvation.

Key verses:
1:5-6, 9; 2:1, 3-4, 

Outline:
Hayford Bible Handbook

THE INCARNATION (1:1-10)
• John declares that he has heard, seen, and handled the Word of Life--Jesus.
• Jesus was not an apparition of a spirit being; He was flesh and blood.
• This point is absolutely crucial in the late first century A.D., as the last of the twelve 

apostles affirms the physical existence of Jesus, the God/Man.
• God became flesh in human form (1:1-4)

• Notice the similarity between this and Johnʼs Gospel chapter one.
• The false teachers wanted to exclude humanity from Jesusʼ nature.
• If Jesus was not human, then His death on the Cross was make-believe.
• Jesus really lived, really died, and really paid the price for the redemption of 

mankind.
• John demands that the reception of this truth is the basis for fellowship in Christ (v. 

3).

God is light (1:5-10)
• The light has to do with the absence of the darkness of sin.
• John knows that the problem with all humanity is sin.
• We have been darkened by it, and only confession of our sin to God can bring 

forgiveness and cleansing (v. 9).

Note: The testimony of all believers must convey that Jesus was a real person and at 
the same time was God in the flesh come to dwell among us (John 1:14). Because 
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Jesus was really human, He could die for our sins. Because Jesus was really God, He 
could be sinless and offer a pure sacrifice to redeem us from our sins. Anything less in 
our witness of Christ is unacceptable.

THE LIFE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (2:1-29)
• This chapter gives four simple commands to “my little children” (v. 1): 

• “Keep His commandments” (v. 3)
• “Love the brethren” (v. 10)
• “Do not love the world” (v. 15)
• “Abide in Him” (v. 28)

• A life of righteousness insists on obedience to the Word, wholesome 
relationships, avoidance of the pollution of the world, and staying close to 
Jesus.

Walking in the light (2:1-17)
• Keeping Godʼs Word ensures our being “perfected in love” (v. 5).
• Rejection of Godʼs Word ultimately brings a person to violate either the walk with 

God the Father or a relationship with another person.
• Immorality, corruption, hatred, and separation from God result.

Warning against the spirit of Antichrist (2:18-29)
• The denial of the Son is the spirit of Antichrist.
• The denial in verse 19 came from a part of the church that rejected the Christ of 

the Bible and the Christ John himself knew and substituted a false christ.
• These people are “liars” (v. 22) and “they do not have the Father either” (v. 23).

THE LIFE OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD (3:1--4:6)
• The children of God take on the character of their Father-- “We shall be like 

Him” (3:2).
• Children live with their Father-- “Whoever abides in Him does not sin” (3:6).

• This is not a reference to spiritual perfectionism.
• The definitive statement in 2:1 declares that the apostle is writing so that his 

flock will not sin.
• However, “If anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous.”
• The true children of God also act like their Father-- “Let us not love in word or in 

tongue, but in deed and in truth” (3:18).
• Finally, children ask from their Father and receive what they need (3:22)

Righteousness (3:1-12)
• Our righteousness is from God, and it empowers us to live a life that is not 

habitually overrun with disobedience.
• We have the living seed of our Father, the righteous one, within us, and it will 

continue to grow in the climate of obedience (v. 9).
Love (3:13-24)

• Our love for each other in the body of Christ is proof of our being resurrected into 
new life (v. 14).
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Belief (4:1-6)
• Our faith is in Jesus Christ who “has come in the flesh” (v. 2).
• This truth allows us to stand confident against the spirit of Antichrist.

THE SOURCE OF LOVE (4:7-21)
• Since God loved us in Christ, we have no excuse not to love one another (v. 10-11).
• Love, according to John, is set in a relational context. It is not an abstract feeling.
• The verification of our relationship with the Father is that we live rightly related to 

others.

THE TRIUMPH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (5:1-5)
• Our victory over the world is our faith (v. 4).
• However, John has set a broader context for our understanding of faith as the children 

of God--obedience to His commandments (v. 2).

THE ASSURANCE OF ETERNAL LIFE (5:6-12)

CHRISTIAN CERTAINTIES (5:13-21)
Several truths confront the reader as John closes the letter. Once again John reminds 
us of the faithfulness of the Lord to answer prayer (v. 15; also see John 14-16).
(End of Hayford Bible Handbook Outline)

Application Points taken from 1 John (Hayford Bible Handbook)
• God revealed Himself to us through Jesus Christ. Because Jesus was really human, 

He could die for our sins. Because Jesus was really God, He could be sinless and be 
the sacrifice for our sins (1:1-2).

• Be full of joy. Have fellowship with God and His people (1:3-4).
• Our mission is to let the light abide within us and shine forth to the glory of God 

(1:5-7).
• Be open and transparent in all you do. Admit your weakness to God. Trust Him to 

cleanse and forgive (1:5-10).
• Only those who obey Jesus really know Him. Obedience is the first evidence of love 

for God. Faith realizes that there is no alternative to obedience for anyone who knows 
Christ and has been born by His Spirit (2:3-6).

• Love for others is the sure sign that God lives in us and that we are in fellowship with 
Him (2:9-11; 3:10-11; 3:14-15; 4:7-8; 4:16; 4:20-21).

• Do not set your affections on anything that 1) appeals to your fleshly appetites, 2) 
appeals to your covetousness or greed, or 3) fosters pride or arrogance (2:15-17). 
Living in the world without partaking of the spirit of the world is the Christianʼs call.

• Recognize that the devil brings about all separation and division in the body of Christ 
(2:18-19). Unity is a vital key to power in the local church. The Enemy seeks to 
destroy this unity by placing deceiving decoys within congregations to cause division 
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and strife. When Christians refuse to accuse and reject one another, choosing instead 
to forgive and to love, strife is replaced by unity, and the church receives the power of 
the Spirit.

• We are to let Godʼs Word live in us that we can live in God! Have eternal life! (2:24-25) 
• The best evidence for New Birth is in your conduct and behavior (2:29).
• Look forward to seeing Christ at His Coming. Know you will be transformed into His 

likeness when He comes (3:1-2).
• Continued, willful sinning in the life contradicts a genuine conversion (3:4-9).
• Continued hatred is impossible for those in Christ (3:11-15).
• Righteousness manifests itself in righteous behavior (3:7-15).
• Love denies its own interests on behalf of others and is expressed practically 

(3:16-18).
• Base your confidence on the witness of the Holy Spirit and growing obedience in your 

life (3:21-24).
• Exercise discernment when listening to any teaching. Make sure all teaching conforms 

to Godʼs Word (4:1-6).
• Be assured that victory is already ours in Christ (4:4).
• One who is born again 1) loves other believers, and 2) obeys the Word of God and the 

Holy Spirit.
• Know that those who are born again can never be conclusively defeated (5:4).
• Pray for your brother who is in sin. Know that all lawlessness is sin (5:16-17).
• Practice the principles of faith-filled prayer. Know that God 1) hears all prayers that are 

in accord with His will, and 2) says, “Yes!” to very prayer He hears.
• Do not allow anything to lessen your worship, service, or devotion to God (5:21).

(End Hayford Bible Handbook)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ungerʼs Bible Handbook Outline

The Basis of Fellowship (1:1-4) 
The Incarnation and Eternal Life (1:1-2)
• John was an eyewitness of the incarnation of the Eternal Living Word.
• John refers to the evidences which the senses provide in proving the humanity of 

Christ, thus refuting the Gnostic claim that Christ was not truly human.
The Incarnation and Fellowship (1:3-4)
• The purpose of the incarnation was to give “life,” which constitutes the basis of 

fellowship with the Father and the Son.
• This fellowship (koinonia--partnership in common participation of an experience) with 

them in sharing intimate contact and communion with God, would bring fullness of joy.

The Conditions of Fellowship (1:5-10)
Walking in the Light (1:5-8)
• This fellowship depends upon:
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• Having a right concept of God: “God is light” (John 3:20-21; 1 Tim. 6:16). He is 
absolute holiness without taint of evil. What light is to the world of nature, God is to 
the world of the Spirit.

• Having a life separated from sin.
• Claiming the cleansing power of Christʼs sacrifice from daily sins of defilement.
• Recognizing the presence of the old nature, lest we shut out the light due to self-

deception. “If we say we have no sin [nature, principle or root], we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us.”

• The old nature can still be active unless continually reckoned dead (Rom. 6:6).
Confessing our sins (1:9-10)
• Confession of our sins to God brings forgiveness and cleansing. True confession must 

be accompanied by repentance, a turning from our sins to God.
• God promises to remove our sins as a barrier to our fellowship through the blood of 

Christ (v. 7).
• The life of victory and fellowship is possible only when sin is admitted, confessed, and 

forsaken.

The Advocacy of Christ and Fellowship (2:1-2)
Fellowship maintained and Godward by Christʼs advocacy (2:1)
• The apostle helps his readers understand that what has been said in the previous 

chapter about sin and forgiveness was stated in order that you may not sin at all.
• The remedy for when a believer commits an act of sin:

• A continually present advocate, Christ the righteous.
• Advocate--one who is summoned alongside to serve as a helper.
• Advocacy--that work of our Lord in heaven carried on before the Fatherʼs 

throne by which He represents sinning saints on earth and restores them to 
fellowship with the Father based upon His sacrifice.

The Efficacy of Christʼs advocacy (2:2)
• Christ Himself is the all-sufficient Advocate because He Himself (Gr. intensive) is the 

personal “Propitiator.”
• Propitiation means satisfaction, and Christ is the satisfaction for our sins.
• His sacrifice constitiuted the satisfaction which God demanded for sin, and it was 

sufficient for the sins of the whole world.

Obedience and Fellowship (2:3-6)
Assurance of being in fellowship (2:3-5)
• The believer may be assured, or may know, that he is in fellowship by the proof of 

obedience (v. 3-5)
• Knowledge of Christ is inseparably linked to obeying Him and loving Him.
The Duty of the believer claiming to be in fellowship (2:6)
• The Christian ought to imitate Christ in His walk if he claims to “abide in Him.”
• Abiding--may be defined by using Johʼs definition in 3:24: habitual fellowship 

maintained by continual obedience to His commandments.
• “Even as” or “in the same manner” indicates that the imitation of Christ is to be exact 

and true to pattern.
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Brotherly Love and Fellowship (2:7-11)
Love, the expression of fellowship (2:7-8)
• “No new commandment”--one we heard from the beginning. Godʼs commands can be 

summed up in the one command to love, and thus embodied an ancient principle.
• “New commandment”--new with a new motive...Love one another as I have loved you 

(Jn. 13:34-35; 15:12). 
• It was new with a fresh dynamic, because it was realized in Christ, and is realized 

in the believer when he walks as Christ walked (8b).
Hatred, the denial of fellowship (2:9-11)
• Those who claim to be Christians while merely dividing the church and failing to love 

the believers around them disclose the emptiness of their claims.

Spiritual Maturity and Fellowship (2:12-14)
The Fatherʼs family (2:12)
• The addressees of this letter of Johnʼs were all Godʼs children. He describes them as 

“little children” (Gr. teknia-- “born again ones,” “Godʼs bairns”) whose sins have been 
remitted.

• Thus, they all have the privilege of fellowship in the family, irrespective of growth or 
maturity.

Fellowship and Christian growth (2:13-14)
• Fathers--characterized by a seasoned knowledge of Christ. This knowledge is 

experiential and the result of intimate fellowship with the Father and the Son.
• Young Men--those growing in maturity and commended because they overcome the 

wicked one, the outcome of being strong spiritually and of having the Word of God 
abiding in them.

• Little children-- (Gr. paidia, “infants”) are spiritually undeveloped.
• Although some are immature, all believers are in the family of God and know Him as 

Father and Christ as the forgiver of their sins.
• The need is for all to grow up and enter the full privileges of fellowship.

The Peril of Worldliness and Fellowship (2:15-17)
The Peril warned against (2:15a)
• “Do not love the world nor the things of the world”--the world system under which 

Satan has organized fallen mankind upon his God-opposing principles or pride, 
selfishness and ambition (Mt. 4:8-9; Eph. 2:2; 6:12)

The Reason for the warning (2:15b-17)
• Love for the world excludes love for God. So contrary is the evil world to all that God 

is, both cannot be loved at the same time.
• The world embraces “the lust of the flesh” (the desire of the unregenerate man 

centered upon self and opposed to God); “the lust of the eyes” (those keen appetites 
which master our body through the eye gate); “the pride of life” (the vainglorious 
display of godless living). Thus the evil world is completely at variance with our holy 
God.

• The world is fleeting and impermanent in a state of transition as a parade passing by. 
It will soon by gone, with its lusts.
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• The doer of Godʼs will is destined for permanence for he is linked eternally with God in 
Christ.

Loyalty to the Faith and Fellowship (2:18-23)
• Doctrinal Defection, the foe of fellowship (2:18-21)
• The Essence of Doctrinal defection (2:22-23)

Abiding in Christ and Fellowship (2:24-29)
• Adherence to the Truth (2:24-26)
• Reliance upon the Holy Spirit (2:27-29)

Righteous Living and Fellowship (3:1-10)
• Godʼs bestowed love, an incentive to a Holy life (3:1)
• Christʼs coming, an incentive to a Holy life (3:2-3)
• A Holy life, the intent of salvation (3:4-5)
• A Holy life and fellowship (3:6-10)

Brotherly Love and Fellowship (3:11-18)
• The fellowship of love (3:11-15)
• The manifestation of love (3:16-18)

Christian Assurance and Fellowship (3:19-24)
• The nature of assurance (3:19-21)
• The realization of fellowship (3:22-14)

Discernment of Error and Fellowship (4:1-6)
• The presence of error (4:1)
• The acid test of error (4:2-6)

Love and the Manifestation of Fellowship (4:7-18)
• Love, a family characteristic (4:7-8)
• The supreme manifestation of love (4:9-10)
• The obligation to love (4:11-12)
• Love and the indwelling presence of God (4:13-16)
• The perfection of love in us (4:17-18)

The Incentive to Love and Fellowship (4:19-21)
• The incentive to love (4:19)
• The fellowship of love (4:20-21)

Faith and Fellowship (5:1-5)
• Faith introduces us to fellowship (5:1-3)
• Faith gives victory (5:4-5)
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Testimony and Fellowship (5:6-12)
• The testimony concerning the Son (5:6-10)
• Godʼs testimony believed (5:11-12)

Prayer and Fellowship (5:13-15)
• The importance of assurance (5:13)
• Power in prayer (5:14-15)

Prayer, Fellowship, and the Sinning Christian (5:16-21)
• Prayer and the problem of serious sins (5:16-17)
• Sin and its remedy (5:18-20)
• Concluding charge (5:21)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter One:

Introduction: (Preacherʼs Outline and Sermon Bible)
John jumps right into the great subject he wants to cover. There is no greeting and no 
salutation. What he has to say is of unparalleled importance; he must get right to the 
point. Godʼs Son has come to earth. God is not living off in outer space someplace like 
so many people think; God has not forgotten the earth. God is not unconcerned 
and disinterested in the world. The very opposite is true. God loves and cares for 
us and He has proven it in the most supreme way possible: God has sent His Son 
into the world. This is the glorious testimony of John: Godʼs Son has come into the 
world and His name is Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Messiah, the Savior of the world. 

(Outline and Commentary by John Butler)

The Manifestation of Christ (1 John 1:1, 2)
The manifestation of Jesus Christ in human form on the earth is the subject here. At the 
time of this epistle, there were those who denied the humanity of Christ. Johnʼs epistle 
countered that belief just as Johnʼs Gospel countered another heretical view, namely, 
the denial of Christʼs deity. John wrote his Gospel to prove the deity of our Lord, 
assuming His humanity, whereas he wrote his first epistle to prove His humanity, 
assuming His deity.

The Period of the Manifestation (1 John 1:1)
The time of the manifestation was “from the beginning” of creation. That is, it was after 
the creation had occurred. This is a contrast to the words in John 1:1 “In the beginning 
was”). In the Gospel of John, the time period used in speaking of Christ was eternity--
before, not after, the beginning--because the emphasis was on Christʼs deity. Christ 
always was; He is eternal. With the emphasis in this epistle on Christʼs humanity, the 
time period is limited; it is not eternity.
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The Proving of the Manifestation (1 John 1:1)
“Which we have heard...seen...looked upon...our hands have handled.” The 
manifestation of Christ was more than adequate to prove His humanity. A threefold 
manifestation proved adequately His humanity. 1) The hearing. “We have heard.” John 
and his fellow disciples heard Jesus speak on many occasions. 2) The seeing. “We 
have seen.” The accompanying of Jesus Christ during His ministry meant they saw Him 
continuously. 3) The feeling. “Our hands have handled.” Jesus said to the disciples 
after His resurrection “Handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see me have” (Luke 24:39). They touched and examined. The words “have handled” are 
the translation of a word which in late Greek meant “to examine closely” (Wuest). The 
proof was overwhelming and superb for the humanity of Christ.

The Portrayal in the Manifestation (1 John 1:1)
One of the names for Christ which John gives Him to portray the Incarnated Christ is the 
“Word.” This name is seen in the Gospel of John, the epistles of John and in the book of 
Revelation which was also written by John. Here in the manifestation of Christ, the title 
has the addition of “life.” Christ is portrayed as the “Word of life” (1 John 1:1). The Word 
gives life to man. “In him was life” (John 1:4). “I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). Though Christ was incarnated 
in humanity, this does not take away from His ability to give eternal life to 
mankind.

The Proclaiming of the Manifestation (1 John 1: 1, 2)
After John and his fellow-disciples witnessed (observed) the manifestation of Christʼs 
humanity, they witnessed (declared) the manifestation of His humanity.

The competency for the proclaiming.
“We have heard...we have seen with our eyes...our hands have handled” (1 John 1:1).
They werenʼt just casual observers of the humanity of Christ. They witnessed, 
observed, and perceived His humanity in three very important ways--hearing, 
seeing, and feeling (handling). Thus they were most competent and qualified to speak 
of His humanity.

The creed in proclaiming.
“Bear witness and show unto you” (1 John 1:2). Of what the disciples witnessed of 
Christʼs humanity, they bear witness. They heard, they saw, and they felt Jesus Christ, 
and what they learned in these experiences they told others. They did not keep the 
information to themselves. What they told others was that Jesus Christ was incarnated 
in “the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:7).

The Message from Christ (1 John 1:3-10)
Not only did John and his fellow-disciples proclaim the manifestation of Christ, but they 
also proclaimed the message which Christ gave them. Some things are noted here 
about the message and the proclaiming of it.
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The Declaration of the Message (1 John 1:3, 4).
Here John relates how the message from Christ was declared to others by John and his 
fellow disciples.

They declared the message by word.
“Declare we unto you” (1 John 1:3). The word translated “declare” means “to tell...to 
carry word back” (Zodhiates), “to proclaim” (Thayer). This is bearing witness with the 
mouth, with words, vocally.

They declared the message by writing.
“These things write we unto you” (1 John 1:4). Some of the disciples wrote as well as 
spoke what they “have seen and heard” (1 John 1:3) from Jesus. In the Gospels and in 
the epistles we have a written record of the personal observations of these men of 
Jesus Christ. It is testimony without peer.

The Design of the Message (1 John 1:3, 4)
The purpose of the declaring the message was the spiritual benefit of the listeners 
although the disciples would also benefit.

The benefit of fellowship.
“That ye also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). The primary fellowship benefit was with 
God the Son and God the Father. The fact that they were fellowshipping with Deity 
would mean they would also be fellowshipping with the disciples who were likewise 
fellowshipping with Deity.

The benefit of felicity.
“These things write we unto you, that your joy may be full” (1 John 1:4). True joy comes 
from hearing about Jesus (see Acts 8:4-8...they preached Christ and there was great joy  
in the city). Notice the fullness of joy, “Your joy may be full” (1 John 1:4). The world has 
nothing to compare to this joy. The worldʼs pleasures are disappointing at best and only 
seasonal (Hebrews 11:25). 

The Details of the Message (1 John 1:5-10)
“This...is the message which we have heard of [from] him” (1 John 1:5). Christ is the 
great spokesman of God. “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son” (Hebrews 1:1, 2). Here John relates some of the details of the message which 
Jesus gave to him and his fellow-disciples.
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The message about the Father.
“God is light” (1 John 1:5). God being light speaks of at least four great things about 
God. First, the glorification of God. Light speaks of the glory of God. “Brightness of his 
glory” (Hebrews 1:3). Godʼs glory is great. “Great is the glory of the Lord” (Psalm 138:5). 
“The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens” (Psalm 113:4). 
Second, the purification of God. Light speaks of the holiness of God. “There is none 
holy as the Lord” (1 Samuel 2:2); “He loveth righteousness” (Psalm 33:5). Where sin 
abounds, the lights go out. That is why dens of iniquity lack light. Bars do not have a 
high light bill, for they have so few lights. Third, the illumination from God. Light speaks 
of the illumination from God. Where there is light, people can see and know. Take away 
the light and people cannot see and are ignorant. Reject God and you will walk in 
darkness about the most important matters of life. “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God (Romans 11:33). Fourth, the animation from God. Light 
speaks of life. Light is necessary to have life. Spiritual life is especially essential to 
mankind and without God it is impossible to possess. “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation [eternal life]” (Psalm 27:1).

The message about fakers.
“If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth” (1 John 1:6). One of the heresies of that day was the idea that you could live 
in sin and at the same time be in fellowship with God. For “fellowship” to occur 
one must have things in common with the one with whom he wants to fellowship. 
Therefore, a person cannot live willfully in sin and have things in common with 
God Who is holy. Those who claim to have fellowship with God and who live 
unholy lives are fakers. They are not real believers.

The message about fellowship.
“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another” (1 John 
1:7). We noted above that to have fellowship with anyone means to have some things in 
common with the person with whom you are fellowshipping. Here we are told that 
walking in the light enables us to fellowship with God for He is light. Walking in the light 
means to adjust your behavior according to the light of Divine revelation.

The message about the fluid.
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). “Without 
shedding of blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22). Sin makes us dirty. Jesusʼ blood 
cleans us up. “What can wash away my sins, nothing but the blood of Jesus!”

The message about folly.
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 
1:8). Sinless perfection will not be the believers experience until he reaches glory. The 
total eradication of the depraved nature of the believer does not occur in this life. 
Salvation is the forgiveness of all our sins, not the eradication of our sin natures. Only in 
glory will we be rid of the sin nature. Dr. Lehman Strauss told of a man who informed Dr. 
Strauss that he had not sinned since he was saved. Dr. Strauss told the man that before 

19



he would believe him he wanted to talk to the manʼs wife. That shut the man up who 
had in his folly greatly deceived himself about his sinless performance.

The message about forgiveness.
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins” (1 John 1:9). 
Mankind does everything but confess his sins. He excuses them, denies them, and 
whitewashes them, but Scripture says to confess them is your want forgiveness.

The message about falsehood.
“If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us” (1 
John 1:10). Here John again combats the Gnostic heresy which held that we do not 
have a principle of sin within us (Wuest). To deny that you have sinned is a falsehood of 
gigantic proportions. Denying that we have sinned has several serious ramifications. 
First, the dishonoring in the falsehood. “We make him a liar.” To deny that we sin brings 
great dishonor upon God, for it calls God a liar. That is not trivial sin! It is another great 
falsehood. Second, the dumbness in the falsehood. “His word is not in us.” Those who 
deny that they sin reveal their ignorance of the Word of God; the Word is therefore not 
in them. If one were to read and study the Scriptures properly, he would not be so 
deluded as to think he was sinless. “Such a delusion were impossible if we steeped our 
minds in the Scriptures” (Wuest).

End of John Butlerʼs Outline and Commentary

______________________________________________________________________

(Preacherʼs Sermon and Outline Bible)

1 John 1:1-5

The Son of God Has Come to Earth.
1. The basic fact: He has always existed (v. 1).
2. The clear proof: Man heard, saw, looked upon, and handled (v. 1).
3. The most glorious revelation (v. 1-2).

a. He manifested Himself, revealed the life to us.
b. He identified with man: Gave man the opportunity to see Him.

4. The most glorious purpose (v. 3-4).
a. That we might have fellowship together.
b. That our joy might be full (v. 4).

5. The most wonderful message (v. 5).
a. That God is light
b. That there is no darkness in God
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1:1 The Basic Fact: Jesus Has Always Existed
Jesus Christ has always existed. This is what is meant by the words “that which was 
from the beginning.” Jesus Christ was existing before the world was ever created. He 
was living and had always been living. He possessed life--the energy, the force, the 
power of life. He was the very being and essence of life, the very embodiment of life. 
Life was wrapped up in Him, for He was the very energy and force of life itself.

Thought: From the beginning, Jesus was already there. He did not have a beginning. 
He was not created. He “was from the beginning with God.” (see John 1:1; Psalm 90:2; 
Proverbs 8:23; John 17:5; Philippians 2:6-8; 2 Corinthians 8:9).

1:1 The Clear Proof: Man heard, saw, looked upon, and handled Him.
Jesus proved who He is by partaking of human flesh, by becoming a man and letting 
people hear, see, look upon, and handle Him.

They Heard Him.
The Son of God actually partook of flesh and blood and became a man and spoke to 
men (Hebrews 2:14-15).  The twelve apostles and thousands of others not only heard 
about Him, they actually Heard Him proclaim the words of life! They spoke to Him and 
He spoke to them. For three years, John and the apostles and many others were in 
constant conversation with Him, listening and hanging on to every word He said.

Thought: One of the great needs of man is a Word from God! What God says about 
Himself, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, Heaven, Hell, Salvation, etc... Who we are, why we are 
here, and where weʼre going (see John 7:16-17; John 8:31-32).

They Saw Him.
They saw the Son of God with their own eyes. The Son of God actually became a man. 
Men saw Him in the flesh just as they see all other men. Notice, they saw Him with their 
eyes. John wants us to know that Jesus was not a phantom, ghost, or spirit. He was 
real; He had actually partaken of flesh and blood and became a man. They were 
eyewitnesses as well as earwitnesses. They were witnesses of His life upon earth for 
three years. They saw all His wonderful works: the healings and miracles and good 
deeds that He ministered to people. They saw the most wonderful event of all, His 
resurrectcion and conquest of death! (see Acts 1:22-22. They were eyewitnesses of His 
majesty and they declared the truth to us. 2 Peter 1:16).

John said they looked upon the Son of God. This means more than just seeing Jesus in 
human form. The Greek word for “looked upon” (etheasametha) means to gaze and 
look upon for a long time in order to study and understand and grasp. It means to look 
intensely and earnestly; it means to grasp the meaning and significance of a person. 
John is testifying that he and the other apostles and believers looked and gazed upon 
Jesus in order to study and understand Him, and to seek and grasp the meaning and 
significance of His person.
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Thought: A person will never see and understand who Christ is by just glancing at Him. 
If a person wants to know Christ, he has to look intensely and seriously; he has to seek 
to understand if Christ really is who John and other believers claim He is (Jer. 9:24; 
John 7:16-17; John 8:31-32).

John and the early believers “handled” Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The word 
“handled” (epselaphesan) means more than just touching. It means to grope and grasp 
after in order to understand; to handle in order to examine closely (John Stott-The 
Epistles of John-Tyndale NT Commentary p. 60). A.T. Robertson, the Greek scholar, 
says that it is a graphic word, the very same word that Jesus used to prove that He was 
not a spirit after His resurrection (Word Pictures in the NT, Vol. 6, p. 205) (Luke 24:39; 
John 20:27).

Thought: The Son of God came to earth; He partook of flesh and blood and became a 
Man just like all other men. He was heard, seen, intensely looked upon and handled by 
John and the other apostles and by many others who believed and followed Him. Jesus 
Christ did everything He could to show man that the Son of God had come to earth--that 
He had come to save man, to deliver man from this corruptible world of sin and death--
that He had come to give man life eternal, the glorious privilege of living in heaven with 
God forever and ever (Hebrews 1:3; John 14:9; Col. 1:15; Col. 2:9; 1 Tim. 3:16).

1:1-2  Jesus revealed who He was, the Word of Life. This means two things:

First, Jesus Christ is the Word. Remember what a word is: it is the expression of an 
idea, a thought, an image in the mind of a person. A word describes what is in the mind 
of a person. John is saying this: in the life of Jesus Christ, God was speaking to the 
world, speaking and demonstrating just what He wanted to say to man. This means that 
God has given us much more than mere words in the Holy Scriptures. God has given us 
Jesus Christ, The Word. As The Word, Jesus was the picture, the expression, the 
pattern, the very image of what God wished to say to man. The very image within Godʼs 
mind of the Ideal Man was demonstrated in the life of Jesus. Jesus was the perfect 
expression of all that god wishes man to be. Jesus was Godʼs utterance, Godʼs speech, 
Godʼs Word to man. Jesus was the Word of life who came to earth to show us that the 
very energy, force, power, and essence of life is in God and in God alone. Therefore, if a 
person wants life, he must trust and depend upon God for life. For life in all of its energy 
and force and being exists only in God (John 1:1).

Second, Jesus Christ Himself is the Word of life, the very message of life, the good 
news (gospel) of life. He is the very embodiment of life, the energy and force of life; 
therefore, when He came to earth He brought the Word of life to man. Jesus Christ--His 
life, His acts, His teaching--tells men how to live. In Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ 
alone is the Word of life, the Word that tells man how to live abundantly both now and 
eternally. Jesus Christ is the Word of life. How did He reveal this great message to 
man? 1 John 1:2, tells us that Jesus manifested or revealed the life to us. That is, He 
came to earth to show us the life that was in Him. He showed us what life is.
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Thought: The point is this. Jesus Christ revealed who He was; He came to earth and 
showed us life--showed us that life is in God and in God alone. Therefore, if man wants 
to really live, he has to put his life into the hands of God, for life exists only in God. God 
alone can give man life.

But Jesus did a second thing: He identified with man. 1 John tells us men heard, saw, 
looked upon, and touched Christ. He made Himself available to men, allowed them to 
use all their physical senses in order to prove that He was indeed the Son of God, the 
very embodiment of life eternal. He allowed men to use all of their physical senses so 
they could have perfect proof and never be able to question that the Son of God had 
come to earth.

Note the testimony of John: “we have seen and bear witness, and show unto you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested to us” (1 John 1:2). There is 
compulsion here: the witness to the Son of God must proclaim the truth. The Son of 
God, Jesus Christ, has come to earth. He came to bring the glorious message of the 
Word of life. Men do not have to live in sin and death anymore. Men can live in the 
abundance of love, joy, and peace with God, both now and eternally ( John 3:14-16; 
3:36; 6:40; 11:25-28; 12:25; Romans 5:21; Galatians 6:8; 2 Tim. 1:10; 1 John 3:14; 
5:11-12). 

       
1:3-4: Jesus came to earth that men might have fellowship with God and with His 
Son Jesus Christ and with one another. This means that God is not disinterested and 
uncaring about what happens to man. God has not left us to fend for ourselves upon 
earth with nothing but death and the grave to look forward to. There very opposite is 
true: God has  
 

Additional Thoughts: 
Are we who are in the NT without law?
If so, what about all of the “commandments” that 1 John mentions? 14 times!
• 2:3 “commandments”
• 2:4 “commandments”
• 2:7 “commandment;” “commandment;” “commandment.”
• 2:8 “commandment”
• 3:22 “commandments”
• 3:23 “commandment;” “commandment”
• 3:24 “commandments”
• 4:21 “commandment”
• 5:2 “commandments”
• 5:3 “commandments;” “commandments”
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Notice “the message we have heard from the beginning.”
Compare to Chapter One....”we heard Him”
What did He say? Good study.

Notice “My Little Children” references

Notice the emphasis on what we “know.”
What are we to “know?”

Notice: “If we say;” “He that saith;” “If we confess;” “If a man say;” etc...
1:6, 8, 9, 10; 2:4, 6, 9; 4:20
What we DO trumps what we SAY.
The “if we confess” passage is an act of asking God for forgiveness of sins. Doing 
something. 
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