
The Abomination of Desolation

Satanic Worship--The Abomination of Desolation
• An event of earth will set in motion a series of dramatic events that will compel the 

entire world to worship the Antichrist.
• This event will involve the Antichrist, the false prophet, and the rebuilt Temple in 

Jerusalem.
• This future sanctuary will be the third Jewish Temple, or what is often called the 

“Tribulation Temple.”

• During at least part of the first half of the Tribulation, the Jewish people, under their 
peace treaty with the Antichrist, will rebuild their Temple and begin offering sacrifices 
there (Daniel 9:27).

• However, midway through the seven-year Tribulation, that will all change.
• Likening the seven years to one week, Daniel 9:27 (NASB) says, “In the 

middle of the week he [the Antichrist] will put a stop to sacrifice and grain 
offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, 
even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one 
who makes desolate.”

• At this point, the Antichrist will break his treaty with Israel and commit an act that is 
most often called “the abomination of desolation.”

• Scripture refers to this sacrilege several times (Daniel 9:27; 12:11; Matthew 
24:15; Mark 13:14).

What exactly is the abomination of desolation?
• First, the word abomination refers to an idol or image.
• Second, the first reference to the abomination of desolation in Daniel 9:27 links it to 

Antichristʼs breaking his covenant with Israel.
• The phrase “on the wing of abominations” refers to the pinnacle of the Temple, 

emphasizing the idea of an overspreading influence.
• In other words, what begins at the Temple will spread to other places.
• The abomination of desolation then is an idol or image that desolates the 

Temple and spreads out from there to the entire world.
• Warren Wiersbe says, “What is the abomination of desolation? It is the image of ʻthe 

beast,ʼ set up in the temple in Israel in Jerusalem. An idol is bad enough; but setting it 
up in the temple is the height of all blasphemy. Since Satan could not command 
worship in heaven, he will go to the next best place--the Jewish temple in the Holy 
City.”
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Antiochus and the Abomination
• Bible students already have a good idea of what this abomination will look like 

because history has already drawn us a picture.
• The Antichristʼs abomination of the Temple will repeat what the Seleucid (Syrian) 

King, Antiochus IV (Epiphanes), did to the Jewish Temple in 167 BC.
• Antiochus is often called the “Antichrist of the Old Testament.”
• When he invaded and conquered the city of Jerusalem, his soldiers pillaged the 

Temple, defiled it by offering a pig--considered unclean--on the Temple altar, 
stopped the Jewish sacrifices, and instituted pagan worship by erecting a 
statue of Zeus in the Holy of Holies.

• Coincidentally, the face of the statue of Zeus just happened to look like the 
face of Antiochus.

• Antiochus IV committed other atrocities including burning copies of the Torah and 
forcing people to eat pork and to perform pagan sacrifices in violation of the 
Mosaic law.

• Antiochus IVʼs abomination foreshadows the final abomination by the Antichrist in the 
end times.

Two Future Phases of the Abomination
• Two main phases are involved in the abomination of desolation in the end times.
• In his initial takeover of Jerusalem, the Antichrist will sit in the very Holy of Holies in 

the Temple, declaring to the world that he is God, thus establishing the final false 
religion that he will impose on the entire world (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4).

• The Antichrist will not be able to sit in the Temple 24/7 to receive worship, so in this 
second phase of abomination, he will commission an image or idol of his likeness to 
be constructed to sit in the Temple in his place (Revelation 13:11-15).

• That an idol will be involved is clear from the meaning of the word abomination 
(idol) as well as the actions of Antiochus IV in setting up an image.

• The Antichristʼs right hand man, the false prophet, will be given the authority to do 
great signs and wonders, deceiving people into worshiping the Beast.

• The false prophet will place this image, just as Antiochus IV did, in the Holy of 
Holies.

• Jerusalem will be the religious center for the Antichrist, and the Temple will serve as 
the focus of worship with the living image standing in its inner precinct.

• All the earth will be required to worship the Beast and his image or face death 
(Revelation 13:15).

• The two phases of the abomination of desolation, therefore, will be the two 
events that take place inside the Jerusalem Templeʼs Holy of Holies--the 
Antichristʼs declaration that he is God, and then his setting up an image of 
himself.

• The idol will remain there for the final 1,260 days or 3.5 years of the Tribulation 
period.
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• Daniel 12:11 says that the abomination of desolation will stand in the Holy 
Place for 1,290 days.

• That is the final 3.5 years of the Tribulation (1,260 days) plus thirty extra 
days.

• Why an extra thirty days?
• When Jesus returns at His second coming at the end of the 

Tribulation, the Antichrist will be destroyed, but evidently the 
judgments of Christ will take some time to complete, so the image will 
remain in the Temple for another thirty days beyond that time and 
then it, too, will be removed and destroyed.
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