
 Exposition of 1 Corinthians 5:1-13

Verse 1 “fornication...”
• Paul does not hesitate to name the sin.

• Heʼs not like preachers today who make general statements about sin 
so no one in their congregation will get upset and leave the church.

Verse 2 “And ye are puffed up and have not rather mourned...”
• Their reaction to this sin was an abomination.

• Today, church people will say that they do not want to judge people.
• This is a lame unbiblical excuse that perverts Scripture and 

encourages sin.

• Isnʼt it interesting that the Corinthian believers were hotly debating who 
was the greatest teacher, but were indifferent toward sexual immorality.

• Sign of Satanʼs deception--when great emphasis is placed on minor 
things while major things are ignored.

• Are we tolerating sin or mourning over it?

Verse 2 b “...that he that hath done this deed might be taken away 
from among you.”
• Paul rebukes the Corinthian church for their toleration of sin.

• The church tolerated him rather than disciplining him.

• If a pastor disciplines someone today, he is accused of a lack of love and 
compassion.

• This attitude will keep the church unhealthy spiritually and keep it from 
being the genuine testimony it ought to be.
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Verse 5 “Deliver unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh...”
• Delivering people unto Satan does not mean we are damning them to 

hell, nor does it mean they are going to die physically.
• One, it is a form of discipline which would involve excommunication 

from the church into the world where the person would not be 
protected from the work of Satan.

• Two, Itʼs a withdrawal of our intercession on the behalf of others and a 
retaining of their sins to them.

• This means they start reaping what theyʼve sown because we arenʼt 
canceling Satanʼs activities through our prayers.

• This is done in the hope that these “hard knocks” will bring them to 
their senses.

• Hard knocks brought the Prodigal son back home. 

• “...that the spirit may be saved...”
• Discipline is remedial.

• Those who oppose discipline are the ones lacking love, for they are 
not trying to help the sinning person correct his ways.

• We need to be very careful that we donʼt make it easy for people to live 
comfortably in sin.

• Because they did it Paulʼs way, we see by Paulʼs instructions in 2 Cor. 
2:6-7 that this man didnʼt die but repented and was restored back into the 
fellowship of the church.

Verse 6, “Your glorying is not good...”
• Paul did not hesitate to rebuke their pride.

• Tolerating sin often causes people to proudly think they have great love 
and compassion.

• But it is only evil.
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Verse 6 b “...a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”
• Sin is like leaven, or yeast. It only takes a little yeast to leaven a whole 

mix of dough.
• Likewise, it only takes a little sin to corrupt a whole body of believers.

• Failure to uphold the Bibleʼs standards of morality will infect the whole 
body of believers in a similar way that a little yeast will leaven a whole loaf 
of bread.

• In church discipline, we may have to purge out the sin before it infects 
others.

• see note 5 mt. 18:17
• The passive attitude in the body of Christ toward our fellow believers is 

allowing sin to spread like yeast in warm dough (1 Cor. 5:6-8).

Verse 7 “Purge”
• “Purge” shows the need of holiness in the church.

• The church loses its testimony and usefulness when sin abounds in its 
midst.

• It may be large in number, but sin will make it ineffective for Godʼs 
glory.

Verse 7 b “....Passover...”
• Paul took this metaphor of leaven and applied it to the Passover meal.

• In the OT Passover meal, great care was given to eliminate all leaven.
• Jesus fulfilled the sacrificial part of the Passover by shedding His blood 

for us (LK. 22:16).
• We need to fulfill our part by eradicating the leaven out of our lives and 

out of His church.
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Verses 9-10 “...not to keep company with fornicators...yet not 
altogether with the fornicators of this world...for then must ye needs 
go out of the world.”
• Paulʼs exhortation to not keep company is referring to church people, not 

the world.
• We would have to leave the world altogether.

• However, this does not sanction unholy friendships and associations.

Verse 11 “...not to keep company, if any man that is called a 
brother....no, not to eat.”
• It is not the eating that is condemned here but close association and 

friendship.
• Why? Friendship with a disobedient brother condones sin and can lead 

the innocent into sin.
• This is a form of discipline to be administered after the other steps Jesus 

prescribed in Matthew 18 have been taken.

Verse 12 “...Judge...”
• We do not have the authority to judge unbelievers. That is Godʼs job (1 

Cor. 5:13; Acts 17:31; 2 Peter 2:9). 
• Could this be why he had nothing to say of the woman in verse one? 

The fact that Paul said nothing about disciplining the woman suggests 
that she was not a Christian.

• Gordon Fee writes, “We are not to pass sentence on the people of the 
world in their present existence. The reason for that is simple: “God will 
judge those outside.” His judgment is future, a judgment in which the 
church will also participate (1 Cor. 6:2). But for now, the church takes the 
world as it finds it. As Godʼs temple in the “world,” it is to offer a striking 
alternative to the world, and in that sense it must always be “judging” the 
world. But it is not ours to bring sentence against those who belong to 
another worldview, to another age altogether. The time for that judgment 
is coming.”

• However, the Lord gave His body the authority to police ourselves.
• We are responsible to judge those who are within the church.
• In this text, Paul suggested that the Corinthians were to remove the 

wicked man from among them.
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• However, this needs guidelines, which Jesus gave in Matt. 
18:15-17.

• Discipline should be exercised for the purpose of healing and not 
hurting; to be done out of love and not hate.

• The sphere in which church discipline operates is the church. Those 
within the church, come under the jurisdiction of the church and are 
subject to its authority and discipline. 

• The church has no right to try to pass sentence on unsaved people.
• Peter judged Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-10) because they were 

believers but he did not judge Simon Magus, although he bluntly told 
him his true spiritual condition, because he was not a genuine believer 
(Acts 8:5-24).

• We donʼt go next door and discipline our neighbors children.
• We discipline our own children.

• Likewise, we donʼt have the authority to judge and discipline unbelievers.
• Once again, we do have the authority and responsibility to discipline 

members of the body of Christ (Matt. 18:15-17).
• However, this should be done under the guidance of the eldership the 

Lord has set in the church, and in compliance with the instructions 
Jesus gave for church discipline (Matt. 18:17).

Verse 13 “...Therefore, put away from among yourselves that wicked 
person.”
• Paul does not water down sin. It is called “wicked.”

• We have a habit today of calling sin by nice names so sin does not sound 
so bad, but Scripture calls sin for what it is...“wicked.”
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