
Have you had such an encounter with Jesus that 
He left His “mark” on you?

In 1 Timothy 4:12, Paul told Timothy to be an “example” to the believers. The Greek 
word for “example” is “typos” (TU-pos), it means “the mark of a stroke or blow, print...a 
figure formed by a blow or impression” (Thayerʼs Greek English Lexicon). The same 
Greek word is used in John 20:25 when Thomas said he would not believe Jesus had 
risen from the dead except he shall see the “print” of the nails in Jesusʼ hands and the 
“print” of the nails in His feet. The word “print” is the Greek word “typos,” a mark of a 
stroke or a blow. So the “typos” (print) was proof that the nails had been there! This is 
the word used for “example” in 1 Timothy 4:12. 

Paul is saying, “Timothy, your “example,” your “typos,” is proof that Jesus has been with 
you...that Jesus has touched you...that Jesus has impacted you...that you have had 
such an encounter with Jesus that He left His “mark” on you!”

The example we give should reflect His imprint on our lives. When people see us, can 
they tell weʼve encountered Jesus in such a way that He left His mark on us? If people 
canʼt see the impression or “mark” of Jesus upon our lives, then we need to have 
another encounter with Him! 

Now notice that Paul told Timothy to be a “typos” to the believers. We are to have such 
an impact upon the lives of others that we leave a mark on them as well, an impression 
that sticks with them. Our example is leaving a mark, it is leaving an impression. Weʼre 
either leaving a good impression or a bad impression, but know this...our example is 
leaving something. May our example be living proof that weʼve had an encounter with 
Jesus! Letʼs leave a “mark!” Blessings to you!   


