
Ministerial Mentorship Class
The Olivet Discourse

Matthew 24:1--25:46 (Also found in Mark 13 and Luke 21)
Session One

Introduction
• Matthew 24:1-25:46 is known as The Olivet Discourse.

• This important prophetic statement gathers together the main threads of Old 
Testament end-time prophecy and the threads of New Testament prophecy, and 
weaves them into an imposing fabric of eschatology where Jesus speaks of the 
end-time events that would herald His coming again.

• Matthew bracketed the Lordʼs public ministry between two sermons: the sermon on 
the mount, in which the emphasis was practical; and the Olivet discourse, in which 
the emphasis was prophetical.

• In one sermon we read of the rules of the kingdom; in the other we read of the 
return of the King.

• Before giving the sermon on the mount, the Lord was baptized; after giving the 
Olivet discourse, the Lord was buried.

• Prior to the first sermon He proved that the tempter could not conquer Him; after 
the last sermon He proved that the tomb could not conquer Him.

• The Olivet discourse can be divided into two parts: the Lordʼs end-time prophecy in 
Matthew 24 and the Lordʼs end-time parables in Matthew 25.

• Both prophecy and parables are concerned with the last days, primarily the 
Tribulation period. 

The Lordʼs End-Time Perception (24:1-3)
• On Monday, Jesus had cleansed the Temple.
• Tuesday, after final warnings that the Kingdom of God would now be taken from 

the Jews and given to other nations, he left the Temple, nevermore to enter, 
abandoning it to its ruin.

• His departure from the Temple ended His public ministry, to await in quiet his 
death three days later.

• Having completed His discussions and debates with the religious leaders, Jesus 
left the temple to return to Bethany (26:6) by way of the Mount of Olives (24:3).

• The words Jesus had just uttered were still burning in His disciplesʼ ears.
• He had denounced the nation and said it would be “desolate” (23:38).

• If Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed, how would there be a nation 
for Messiah to rule?

• The disciples pointed out the buildings of the temple area to Jesus as if to 
impress Him with their magnificence.

• What could possibly happen to such impressive buildings, especially to the 
temple of God?
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• Jesusʼ response brought them consternation: He said, “Not one stone here will 
be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”

• The temple would be destroyed and Jerusalem with it.
• This, however, prompted the disciples to ask when all this would take place.

• As Jesus reached the Mount of Olives in His walk to Bethany, He sat down and the 
disciples came to Him.

• Four disciples, Peter, James, John, and Andrew (Mark 13:3), plainly asked 
Jesus two questions:

• When will this happen?
• That is, when will the temple be destroyed and not one stone left on 

another?
• Matthewʼs account of the Olivet Discourse is not concerned with the 

coming destruction of the temple.
• Matthew concentrated on what the King had to say about the end-

time events that would climax in His coming again.
• Matthew didnʼt record Jesusʼ answer to the first question, but Luke 

did (Luke 21:20).
• What will be the sign of Your coming and of the end of the Age?

• These two questions prompted the following discussion by Jesus, commonly called 
the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24--25).

• The church is not present in any sense in chapters 24 and 25.
• The disciplesʼ questions related to Jerusalem, Israel, and the Lordʼs 

second coming in glory to establish His kingdom.

The Coming Time of Trouble (24:4-26)
24:4-8 (Mark 13:5-8; Luke 21:8-11)
• Jesus began to describe the events leading up to His return in glory and to indicate 

signs of His return.
• In this section (Mt. 24:4-8) He described the first half of the seven-year period 

preceding his second coming.
• That period is called the Seventieth Week of Daniel (Dan. 9:27).

• The events described in verses 4-8 correspond somewhat to the seven seals in 
Revelation 6.

• That period will be characterized by:
• False Christs (v. 4-5); (Rev. 6:1-2; the first seal represents the Antichrist).

• Some think this symbolizes Christ because Jesus is seen on a white 
horse in Rev. 19:11.

• However, that scene describes Christʼs return at the conclusion of the 
Tribulation.

• The rider on the white horse in Rev. 6 is not Jesus.
• Jesus remains behind opening seals.

• Rev. 5:1-5
• Rev. 6:1

• The rider went forth conquering, but Jesus continues to open seals.
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• The Peace doesnʼt last.
• When Jesus brings final peace, it will last.

• Is. 9:6-7 “...of the increase of His government there shall be no 
end.”

• The Crown.
• The crown Jesus is wearing in Rev. 19:12 is different from the 

crown worn in Rev. 6:2.
• The crown Jesus is wearing in Rev. 19 is the diadema “the 

kingly crown.”
• The crown worn in Rev. 6 is the stephanos “the victorʼs 

crown.”
• The Antichrist could never wear the diadema “the kingly 

crown” because only Jesus is the King of Kings and the Lord 
of Lords!

• The rider of the white horse represents the Antichrist.
• Notice the white horse.

• White in prophecy pictures peace.
• The Antichrist comes to power through an International Peace 

Pact.
• Daniel 9:26-27--Make a covenant for one week (heptad--7 

yrs).
• Daniel 11:21-24--come in peaceably and obtain the 

kingdom by flatteries.
• He will rise not by war, but by diplomacy and flatteries.

• This is why we see the white horse rider with a bow but no 
arrows.

• The bow was an ancient weapon of aggressive warfare, 
but he has no arrows.

• This means he will use peace as a means of 
accomplishing his objectives.

• The fact that he will triumph is shown by the crown given to him.
• He will be the head of a 10 nation confederacy that will rule the world 

during the Tribulation.
• Daniel 7:24
• Revelation 13:1, 7

• Wars and rumors of wars (v. 6-7); (Rev. 6:3-4; the second seal is 
warfare).

• Famines (v. 7); (Rev. 6:5-6; the third seal is famine).
• The balances reflect a careful rationing of food, and economic disaster.
• The Angel cries, “A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures 

of barley for a penny.”
• In Bible times, laborers received a denarius, or a penny, as an 

entire days wage (Matt. 20:1-2).
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• In Jesus day, a denarius would buy ten quarts of wheat or thirty quarts of 
barley.

• Under these famine conditions, the same wage will buy only one 
quart of wheat or three of barley.

• In other words, there will be 1/10 the normal supply of food.
• You will be able to buy 3 quarts of Barley for a dayʼs wage!

• However, barley was low in nutritional value and commonly fed to 
livestock.

• So a personʼs wages will barely feed 3 people with low quality 
food.

• One quart of wheat was the daily ration for a soldier.
• At this point in the Tribulation, a daily wage will buy food for only one 

person.
• A man will have to work all day just to be able to buy enough food for 

himself, there will be nothing for his family!
• Pestilence (v. 7)
• Earthquakes (v. 7)
• Many martyrs (v. 8-10)

• The fourth, fifth, and sixth seals are death, and the prayers of the 
Tribulation Martyrs for God to enact vengeance on their Christ-rejecting 
murderers (Rev. 6:7-11), and earthquakes (Rev. 6:12-14).

• Note: The 5th seal is not martyrdom, because Martyrdom could not 
be a judgement from God.

• The seals depict Godʼs wrath on the evil and ungodly--not His 
children!

• These martyrs are Tribulation saints.
• They couldnʼt represent the Church--those saved before the 

Tribulation.
• Rev. 4

• The Church is represented by the 24 Elders.
• Notice they have their crowns.
• When do they get their crowns?
• Immediately after the Rapture at the Bema Seat Judgement of 

Christ.
• Luke 14:14
• 1 Pet. 5:4

• The Judgement Seat of Christ must take place before the 
believers are crowned.

• The Church is raptured before the Tribulation begins.
• Rev. 4:1

• “After this”--after the completion of the church age.
• “voice like a trumpet”--1 Thess. 4:13-18--Trump of God
• “Come up hither”--change of location from earth to heaven.
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• The Church is mentioned 16 times in the first 3 chapters of 
Revelation, but is not found in chapters 6-18--The Tribulation 
Period!

• Why? BECAUSE WEʼVE BEEN RAPTURED!
• These martyrs are not the church. The church has already been raptured. 

These martyrs are the saints who are killed during the Tribulation period.
• If these martyrs had been saved before the Tribulation, they would have 

gone up in the Rapture, but they didnʼt!
• The Bible tells us specifically where they came from.
• Revelation 7:9-14 “These are they which came out of great tribulation 

and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.”

• These are people who were saved during the Tribulation and 
were martyred for the cause of Christ!

• We will discuss how this can be later in our study.

• These things, Jesus said, will be the beginning of birth pains.
• As a pregnant womanʼs birth pains indicate that her child will soon be born, so 

these universal conflicts and catastrophes will mean the end of this interadvent 
Age is near.

24:9-14 (Mark 13:9-13; Luke 21:12-19)
• Jesus began His words (Mt. 24:9) with a time word, Then.

• At the middle point of the seven-year period preceding Christʼs second coming, 
great distress will begin to be experienced by Israel.

• The Antichrist, who will have risen to power in the world and will have risen to 
power in the world and will have made a protective treaty with Israel, will break 
his agreement at that time (Dan. 9:27).

• He will bring great persecution on Israel (Dan. 7:25) and even establish his own 
center of worship in the temple in Jerusalem (2 Thess. 2:3-4).

• This will result in the death of many Jews (Mt. 24:9) and many people departing 
from the faith.

• Believing Jews will be betrayed by nonbelievers (v. 10), and Many will be 
deceived by rising false prophets (v. 5; Rev. 13:11-15).

• Wickedness will increase, causing the love of most people (for the Lord) to 
grow cold.

• End-Time Prophets (24:11-14)
• The Lord drew attention to both the false and the true prophets of the endtime.

• “Many false prophets shall rise,” (24:11).
• There will also be true prophets, for God will not leave Himself without a witness, 

even in the tribulation age.
• We learn from the Apocalypse that He will raise up two great witnesses 

(Revelation 11), who will win 144,000 witnesses (Revelation 7 and 14), who in 
turn will win a multitude that no man can number.
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• “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world [oikoumene, ʻthe 
inhabited worldʼ] for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end [telos, ʻthe 
very endʼ] come” (Mt. 24:14).

• The “gospel of the kingdom” to be preached in the tribulation age is the special 
postrapture, end-time message of the imminence of Christʼs coming kingdom.

• The beast will turn on these witnesses in fury.
• All who will not receive his mark and worship his image will be savagely 

tormented and slain.
• “But he that shall endure unto the end [telos]. the same shall be saved” (24:13).

• Saved in the sense of “delivered,” as in 1 Thessalonians 1:10.
• This verse has nothing to do with “losing your salvation,” but everything to 

do with being delivered out of the great tribulation by the second coming of 
Christ to set up His millennial kingdom.

• Thousands of Christians in the Great Tribulation will be martyred (Rev. 7:9-17).
• This statement is best interpreted as physical deliverance, and it predicts that 

those who are still alive at the time of the second coming of Christ will have 
demonstrated their faith by standing with Christ through that period and will be 
delivered by Jesus, or saved, in the sense that they will be delivered from their 
persecutors.

• It refers to a physical deliverance of the righteous at the end of the Tribulation.
• By contrast, many thousands will die who are also saved and will go to heaven 

but will not remain on earth until the time of the Second Coming.
•

24:15-26 (Mark 13:14-23; Luke 21:20-26)
• The Lord assumed that His listeners had a working knowledge of Old Testament 

prophecies, particularly those of Daniel.
• Jesus quoted him with every confidence that he was a genuine, Spirit-inspired, 

accurate, and authoritative guide to the future.
• For instance the Lord started with a mention in 24:15 of “the abomination of 

desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,” a clear reference to Daniel 9:27; 
11:31; 12:11.

• The order of prophesied events is as follows:
• Shortly after the rapture of the church, a dynamic leader will arise in Europe.
• He will unite ten key European nations under ten “kings” and revive the Roman 

empire.
• As part of his overall strategy for world domination, he will sign a seven-year treaty 

with Israel.
• Under cover of this treaty the religious Jews will rebuild their temple in Jerusalem; 

their enemies will be held back by the overwhelming military might of this ruler 
(called the beast in the Apocalypse and the antichrist elsewhere).

• The Islamic nations will appeal to Russia.
• Seeing its global position being eroded by the dynamism and determination of the 

revitalized West (led by the beast), Russia will make the fatal decision to invade 
Israel.

• A military disaster of unprecedented magnitude will overtake the combined 
antisemitic forces (Ezekiel 38-39).
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• This will create an enormous geo-political vacuum, which will make it possible for 
the beast to assume global rule.

• The beast will have no more use for Israel.
• He will seize the rebuilt temple, put an image of himself in the inner sanctuary, and 

command that universal worship be given to him and his image.
• Then he will launch an all-out persecution and massacre against the Jews; he will 

set out to exterminate them along with all those who refuse to receive his mark and 
worship his image.

• It is this image that is referred to by both Daniel and Jesus as the abomination of 
desolation (See Note “The Abomination of Desolation).

• Israelʼs Coming Ruin (24:15-26)
• The Flight of the Saints at That Time (24:15-20)

• Having given a brief overview of the entire Tribulation period prior to His return, 
Jesus then spoke of the greatest observable sign within that period, the 
abomination that causes desolation.

• When that event occurs, those...in Judea should flee to the mountains.
• They should not be concerned about taking anything with them or returning 

from the field for possessions, not even for a cloak.
• Nothing must impede their flight to the mountains.

• Many think the ultimate place of hiding and security for these refugees will be 
the ancient rock city of Petra (from the Greek word meaning “Rock.” It was a 
notable fortress and stronghold. The site is about a mile long and a half-mile 
wide. It contains buildings and tombs almost all cut into the cliffs of the area. 
One of the sites is a Roman theatre capable of seating 4,000.)

• The Fury of the Storm at That Time (24:21-22)
• The Severity of the Great Tribulation (24:21)

• Alluding to Daniel 12:1, the Lord said, “Then shall be great tribulation, such 
as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall 
be.”

• Godʼs people have always been persecuted in this sin-cursed world, 
but we must not confuse ordinary persecutions with the great tribulation.

• We are not exempt from persecution:
• Matthew 5:11, 44
• John 15:20
• 2 Timothy 3:12

• It will be a time when God will pour out His wrath on this planet, and the 
Jewish people will finally be brought to the end of their Christ-rejecting self-
reliance and pride.

• God is just and the price of sin has to be paid!
• Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.”
• A wage is something you earn!
• But the gift of God is eternal life THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR 

LORD.”
• The sin debt has to be paid. If we refuse to accept Christʼs payment 

for our sin--then the debt is still owed and WE HAVE TO PAY IT!
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• IT HAS TO BE PAID ONE WAY OR THE OTHER!
• The Shortness of the Great Tribulation (24:22)

• This is an encouraging note, for the Lord declared that those days would be cut 
short.

• This meant there will be a termination of this period of time, not that the days 
will be fewer than 24 hours.

• If it were to go on indefinitely, no one would survive.
• But the period will come to an end for the sake of the elect, those who will be 

redeemed in the Tribulation and who will enter the Kingdom.
• The elect of this Church Age will have already been raptured before 

the Tribulation.
• The Folly of the Sinners at That Time (24:23-26)

• Israelʼs Coming Redeemer (24:27-31)
• The Speed with Which He Will Return (24:27)

• The Lord said His return will be “as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west.”

• There will be no time for repentance or remorse.
• Men will be caught red-handed wherever they are and whatever they are doing.

• The Slaughter with Which He Will Return (24:28)
• The Lordʼs return will be accompanied by a wholesale slaughter of the multiplied 

millions massed in their might at Megiddo.
• The entire period of terror will culminate at that battlefield, to which the armies 

of East and West will be drawn.
• Not least among the horrors of Armageddon will be the assembling of thousands of 

birds of prey who will be summoned to be Godʼs undertakers.
• They will fly over the assembled hosts and knell the doom of the wicked.
• Centuries before Jesus was born, God asked Job, “Doth the eagle mount up at 

thy command?...She seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off. Her young 
ones also suck up blood: and shere the slain are [that is on the field of battle], 
there is she” (Job 39:27-30).

• The description of Armageddon in Matthew 24:28 is similar: “Wherever the carcase 
is, there will the eagles be gathered together.”

The Signs with Which He Will Return (24:29-30)
• Notice the phrase, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days...then shall 

appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven.”
• There are some who teach that the Great Tribulation is past already: that it 

referred to the great persecution for over two centuries under pagan Rome.
• But Jesus tells us definitely that His second advent is to follow at once 

upon the close of that time of trouble.
• Therefore, it is evident this day of trial is yet in the future!

8



“The sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven...”
• It is not completely clear what is meant by the sign.

• It may be some outward sign (Chrysostom thought is would be the cross, as did 
others in the early church).

• Or it may simply mean the coming of the Son of Man Himself, a view that is 
supported by the fact that neither Mark nor Luke refers to the sign; they both 
say, “they will see the Son of man.”

• Whatever it is, the sign will appear in the sky and will be clear enough to be 
recognizable, for it will have its effect on all the tribes of the earth.

• They will not rejoice at the coming of the Son of man, but will lament at it.
• His return will be so striking that it will leave no doubt as to His majesty!
• In His first coming, He came as a lowly servant. In His second coming Heʼs 

coming as King of Kings and Lord of Lords!

• The Sound with Which He Will Return (24:31)
• Jesus, as Son of Man, exercises a divine prerogative in sending his angels for his 

elect.
• The great trumpet shall be blown, and the angels will gather together the elect 

from all quarters of the earth, those who in that time of testing will have 
received the kingdom message and so be prepared to welcome the King at His 
return.

• This is not at all the same even as the Rapture of 1 Thessalonians 4.
• There the saints living and dead will be changed, raised from the grave, 

and caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 
• But when the Son of Man descends to the earth, His elect will be 

gathered from the four winds to greet Him as their King and Deliverer.
• Biblically, a trumpet was sounded for religious or military purposes.

• This passage seems to allude to Isa. 27:13.
• See also Ex. 19:16 (Heb. 12:19); Josh. 6:5; Ps. 81:3; Ezek. 33:3-6; Joel 2:1; 

Zeph 1:16.
• That Godʼs elect are from all the nations is emphasized by their description as 

coming “from the four winds” (Isa 43:6; Zech 2:6; Rev. 7:1), and “from one end of 
the sky to the other.”

Verses 36-41--One Taken Another Left
• Analogous to Noahʼs day, the individuals who will be “taken” are the wicked whom the 

Lord will take away in judgment (Luke 17:37).
• The individuals “left” are believers who will be privileged to be on the earth to 

populate the kingdom of Jesus Christ in physical bodies.
• As the wicked were taken away in judgment and Noah was left on the earth, so the 

wicked will be judged and removed when Christ returns and the righteous will be left 
behind to become His subjects in the kingdom.

• Clearly the church, the body of Christ, cannot be in view in these statements.
• The Lord was not describing the Rapture, for the removal of the church will 

not be a judgment on the church!

9


