
Can People Who Hear the Gospel before the Rapture 
and Reject It Be Saved during the Tribulation?

• Almost all students of end time prophecy would agree that people will be saved during 
the Tribulation period.

• Revelation 7:9-14 indicates that the Tribulation will be a time of great revival.
• While the Tribulation will be a time of judgment, it will also be a time that God will use 

to bring many to salvation.
• Saving the lost is one of Godʼs chief purposes for the Tribulation period.

• Speaking of the Tribulation, Joel 2:32 says, “Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved, for some on Mount Zion in Jerusalem will escape, just 
as the Lord has said. These will be among the survivors whom the Lord has 
called.”

• However, some contend that God will preclude anyone who rejects Christ before the 
Rapture from being saved during the Tribulation.

• They hold that God will send strong delusion upon them.
• Support for this view is usually based on 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12.

• This man will come to do the work of Satan with counterfeit power and signs 
and miracles. He will use every kind of evil deception to fool those on their 
way to destruction, because they refuse to love and accept the truth that 
would save them. So God will cause them to be greatly deceived, and they 
will believe these lies. Then they will be condemned for enjoying evil rather 
that believing the truth.

• It is critical to remember the context of these verses.
• Paul is describing what happens during the Tribulation period, not before 

the Rapture.
• It refers to those who witness the deception of the Antichrist, believe his 

message, and reject the truth.
• Those who do this will be condemned by God.

• He will confirm them in their unbelief and send strong delusion on them 
so that they will believe the lie.

• I believe that many who have clearly rejected the gospel before the Rapture will 
continue to reject it after the Rapture.

• After all, it wonʼt get easier to be a Christian after the Rapture, but rather more 
difficult, since the Antichrist will openly persecute those who receive Christ and 
refuse to take his mark (Rev. 13:7, 16-17).

• However, to say that it is impossible for anyone to receive Godʼs mercy 
during the Tribulation is expanding 2 Thess. 2:9-12 beyond what the context 
allows.



• Commenting on this passage, John Walvoord says,
• But we have to remember the context of this passage. It is focused on people 

who reject Christ during the tribulation, and receive Antichrist, not on people 
who reject Christ before the rapture. The Scriptures definitely teach that God will 
send strong delusion to those who do not believe after the church is gone. God will 
judge their hearts, and if they deliberately turn away from the truth He will permit 
them to believe a lie. They will honor the man of sin as their god and as their king, 
instead of acknowledging the Lord Jesus Christ. The result will be “that all may be 
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (v. 
12).

• God will use the horror of the Tribulation period to bring millions of sinners to faith in 
His Son (Rev. 7:9-14).

• Among this numberless crowd, certainly some who rejected the Lord before the 
Rapture will reconsider and humbly accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God--the 
One who purchased a pardon from sin for them on the cross.

What a gracious Savior!


